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fields, and if the winter rains fail is frequently damaged by white ants.
Though the area under linseed is small in comparison with the total,
Raipur is one of the most important Districts in the Province for
this crop.

The practice of raising second crops in rice-fields has sprung up
within the last forty years, double crops being grown on as much as 940
square miles when the autumn rains are favourable. The methods
of cultivation have hitherto been very slovenly and backward; but
with the rise in the prices of agricultural produce, an improvement
is being manifested, and the advantages of manure and irrigation have
begun to be appreciated. An experimental farm has been instituted
at Raipur by the Agricultural department. During the decade ending
1904 Rs. 47,000 was advanced under the Land Improvement Loans
Act and 19 lakhs under the Agriculturists' Loans Act. A considerable
proportion of this latter sum, however, consisted of grants and loans
to malguzars on special terms for the construction or improvement of
tanks in the famine of 1900 and the scarcity of 1903.

The cattle of the District are small and underfed, and no care is
exercised in breeding. Animals imported from Nagpur or Bastar are,
as far as possible, used for spring-crop cultivation. Buffaloes are kept
only by the malguzars and better-class tenants. They are especially
useful for ploughing the rice-fields when flooded, carting grain, and
drawing timber from the forests. They are principally imported from
the northern Districts by the caste of Basdewas. Very few ponies are
kept, and they are scarcely bred at all. Landowners and tenants who
have carts for agriculture use them if they have to make a journey, and
others go on foot. Light carts with trotting bullocks from Nagpur have
been introduced into the Dhamtarl tahsil^ but are not much used as
yet. - The number of goats and sheep is not large in proportion to
the size of the District. The former are kept for food, the latter for
their wool used in the manufacture of country blankets. Members of
the professional shepherd caste are not numerous.

Irrigation is not at present a feature in the agriculture of the District.
In a normal year, until recently, only a little more than 30 square miles
received this aid. The statistics for 1903-4 show nearly 15 square
miles as irrigated, of which 3 were supplied from tanks and 7 from
wells. But in a favourable season 50 square miles can now be irrigated.
It is estimated that the tanks constructed during the famine of 1900
afforded protection to an additional area of about 36 square miles.
There are now 3,200 tanks in the District, or less than one to each
village on an average. The distribution, however, varies greatly, the
number rising to four and five per village in certain tracts. Until
recently tanks have generally been constructed primarily to afford
a water-supply to the villagers, and have only been used for irrigation